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Draft MINUTES
The meeting was held 16 October 2009 at the Norwegian Research Council in Oslo, Norway.                                                                                .

Participants:

· IPO:  Odd Rogne 
· Japan: Masaki Kanao
· Norway: Olav Orheim (chair and host)
· Poland: Alexander Guterch

· Russia: Sergey Priamikov

· Sweden: Anders Clarhäll

As Colin Summerhayes (SCAR) and Volker Rachold (IASC) were busy with the BipAG meeting held in parallel with the HAIS-7, they were unable to attend the HAIS-7 meeting.
Regrets:
· Canada: David Hik

· Denmark: Henning Thing

· Finland: Kari Laine
· Iceland: Ragnar Baldursson

· The Netherlands: Martijn Los

· Poland: Jacek Jania
· United Kingdom: Cynan Ellis Evans

Meeting lay-out
This HAIS meeting was held partly together with the IASC/SCAR Bipolar Action Group (BipAG) as follows:

15 October, afternoon: start of BipAG meeting

16 October, morning: joint BipAG and HAIS meeting

16 October, afternoon: separate BipAG and HAIS meetings

I: Summary of BipAG recommendations (from first day) and from the joint BipAG and HAIS meeting.
This summary is attached as Appendix 1 as recorded by Colin Summerhayes (SCAR) starting with the BipAG recommendations, followed by the outcome of the discussion at the joint meeting.

This summary is a part of these Minutes.

II: Minutes of the separate HAIS-7 Meeting
1: Welcome and Introductions

Olav Orheim welcomed the participants to Oslo and the Norwegian Research Council, and in particular Masaki Kanao being the new HAIS member from Japan. Some practical information was given, including a dinner invitation to those staying over to the next day.
2: Approval of Minutes
As to the Minutes from the last meeting, these had been circulated for comments and additional information. The revised version was thereafter made public on the old IPY web site at:

http://classic.ipy.org/national
This web site contains all HAIS minutes as well as most of earlier agenda papers.

Also the Minutes from HAIS-7 and all electronic agenda papers will be made available at this web site.

After a final correction (deleting the Netherlands under 5.5.4, second paragraph) the HAIS-6 Minutes were accepted, and is attached to the HAIS-7 Minutes as Appendix 2.
3: Approval of the agenda
A provisional agenda had been circulated. Some national IPY up-dates were received or distributed at the meeting, and it was agreed to add these to ‘Any other business’ (see below). 

4: Policy documents on IPY and IPY legacies
A number of intergovernmental declarations had been attached to the draft agenda for information:
- Joint Ministerial Declaration 8 April 2009

- ATCM Resolution on the IPY, April 2009

- Arctic Council Tromsø Declaration, April 29, 2009

All these documents reveal a strong policy support for the IPY and also on its legacies, which was noted by the HAIS members.

4.1 Maximizing the Legacy of IPY in the Arctic

This is a scoping study for the Arctic Council produced by a group of experts and delivered in late April 2009. Because of the Ministerial Meeting at that time, this study was not discussed by the Senior Arctic Officials (SAOs) in April. However, it will be on their agenda for their November meeting.
The scoping study contains several concrete proposals that the Arctic Council could engage in. See also Appendix 3 for details in this study.
Conclusion of the discussion:
HAIS members can influence the outcome of the discussions in the Arctic Council by convincing their SAO at national level on issues they feel important to them.
4.2 IPY legacies without a home?
HAIS members had been asked this question in the agenda and aiming at an open discussion during this meeting.
According to the morning session with the BipAG, all science legacies could be well taken care of by IASC and SCAR.

However, the IPY EOC seemed at present to stop at the 2010 conference, if no action is taken.
HAIS noted that the IPY EOC had succeeded in reaching out to a broad community and thereby boosted the interest in polar regions and polar science. Polar science and polar institutions would benefit from a good promotion of their activities. An international cooperation in some form is likely to create an added value.

Conclusion:

HAIS encourages IASC and SCAR to take an initiative by contacting information officers at national polar institutes and other international polar organizations (including APECS) with a view to initiating a polar EOC network.
5: SAON up-date
Progress on SAON has been reported at all earlier HAIS meetings. 
Since the last HAIS meeting, the following had happened:
1: The SAON Initiating Group (SAON-IG) delivered their report ‘Observing the Arctic’ to the Arctic Council and their partners in the SAON-IG. This report is available on:

www.arcticobserving.org
and is also attached to these Minutes as Appendix 4.
The crucial part of this report is the set of recommendations, which were extensively discussed by the SAOs.

The outcome was that all recommendations were agreed to, except for how SAON should be organized. Rather than having the proposed ‘Arctic Observing Forum’, the SAO agreed that a group consisted of:

· One representative from each AC countries

· Permanent participants

· AC working groups

· IASC

· WMO

and with AMAP and IASC secretariats to serve as a SAON secretariat.

Nominations of representatives started in early May, and a first teleconference of this SAON Steering Group was held 16 June, at which a two year work plan was discussed and agreed. The main issues in this work plan were:

· Creating an inventory of ongoing observing networks and data archives using a standard form

· Initiate planning of an international funding workshop

· Initiate planning of workshop focussing on local observations

· Consider how data management best could be improved
This autumn the SAON web site was moved to the Arctic Portal, while its address remains the same (see above). This web site will be regularly up-dated and interested HAIS members are encouraged to visit the web site for further information.

HAIS noted the report and encouraged the SAON-SG to make good progress, as improvements in Arctic observations and data access are really needed.
      6: Russian IPY legacies
      As almost half of the terrestrial Arctic are within Russian borders and as Russia has had a 

      considerable IPY activity, Sergey Priamikov (AARI) had been invited to share his views  
      on Russian IPY legacies; e.g. which activities that started during IPY will continue into      
      the future.

      In general, the Russian IPY activities will continue for the next years:
· The Russian IPY Organizing Committee will continue, and so will the secretariat and the web site. Also the leadership of this committee will continue (Co-chairs: Bedritsky who is Director General of Roshydromet as well as President of WMO, and Chilingarov, Vice President of the Russian Duma and advisor to the Russian President on polar issues)
· Funding for publications (incl. proceedings) and outreach will increase next year. This activity will include a National IPY Symposium (Institute of Geography, RAS is responsible.) Also issuing polar coins and stamps (including Chilingarov’s flag waving at the North Pole) have attracted attention to the polar regions and the needs for polar research.
· Building of a new R/V icebreaker (similar to Akademik Fedorov) was initiated during the IPY. Construction has started at the Admiralty Shipyard and is expected to be delivered in 2011/12
· Next generation of polar scientists is being stimulated by stipends and otherwise.

· The renewal programme of instruments at stations and other observing platforms will continue

· The policy that all research in the Russian Arctic should be international will continue (which has stimulated scientists from several countries working in this region)
· Hard copies of Russian IPY News (in English) were distributed at the meeting

The IPY Eastern Arctic Sub-Office (IPY EASO) and its web site are very much alive and contain a wealth of information both for the Eastern Arctic and internationally. You find it at:

www.ipyeaso.aari.ru
For the IPY, Russia reduced both fees and simplified the procedure for entering Russian waters. Only R/V Polarstern made use of this offer, and it is not yet known if this IPY offer will continue.

7:
Any other business

As noted when approving the agenda, some written material had been received on 


national activities and participants at the meeting wished also to provide information 


on IPY news in their countries.

7.1 Canadian IPY Program Update

This update is attached to these Minutes, and contains:

- Current status on IPY science and research

- IPY early results focussed on a workshop in February 2010

- The International IPY data management meeting September 29-October 1, 2009 in Ottawa, Ontario. The outcome of this meeting will become available as ‘The State of Polar Data Report’ and ready for the Oslo conference in 2010

- An overview of the IPY FPO training, communications and outreach activities (FPO=Federal Program Office)
- IPY procedural requirements, and finally

- IPY Science to Policy Conference April 22-27, 2012

Please see Appendix 5 for more details.


7.2 Japanese IPY Activities

Masaki Kanao (new HAIS member and Secretary to the IPY National Committee 


under the Science Council of Japan) presented an overview of Japanese IPY activities.


This overview is attached to these Minutes as Appendix 6 and contains:

· National organization and its members

· Research projects; e.g. IPY endorsed projects with Japanese scientists (total=87)

Full details are given in a separate appendix

· IPY data management giving details where metadata can be found

· EOC activities with brief information about the events and link to web sites for

details.
7.3 Polish IPY Activities
Alexander Guterch summarized ongoing Polish IPY activities by giving an overview of Polish research platforms (Arctic and Antarctic stations and research vessels), the Polish IPY organization and examples of major projects, and a survey of them will be found in Appendix 7.
The Polish IPY Committee will be prolonged.

Further, they plan to make a summary of Polish IPY research results in June 2010, just prior to the IPY-OSC.

 7.4 Sweden
Anders Clarhäll noted that while some countries continue IPY at full speed, Sweden is closing down. The National IPY Committee has been disbanded. The Met. Office is serving as an IPY depository for IPY data, which eventually will end up in NSIDC (30-40 metadata sets).
Anders will continue in his position to the end of this year ensuring that IPY scientists delivering as agreed.
8: The Future of HAIS
It was noted that the interest for HAIS was good when we made the first poll for this October meeting in June, whereas real attendance dropped to 50% for various reasons, including national re-organizations and pressing duties in other jobs.
Some of the participants will leave their IPY offices/duties in the months to come.

The discussions ended up with two alternatives:

A: 

A last meeting, if we see a need for it (Odd to contact all HAIS members), at the 2010 conference, tentatively 7 June


B:
An IPY/OSC dinner event inviting HAIS members, JC, IPO, IPY Planning Group and Chairs of the IPY National Committees.
9: Closure
Olav thanked all participants for a constructive meeting and invited those not returning home this evening to a HAIS dinner at ‘La Sangria’.
