
IDEA 264 

COMMENT ON IPY 2007-08 
 
 Subject: Enhancing Existing Observational Sites to Uphold the IPY-1957 Legacy 
 
I wish to reiterate the importance that IPY 2007 efforts should result in a similar legacy 
as the 1957 IPY/IPY, i.e. initiating records that increase in value with continuity. We can 
uphold and expand this legacy with relatively modest input by enhancing existing 
observational sites. Existing sites can serve   as platforms for additional observations, 
distributing logistical visit-costs among projects. 
 
The example of Automatic Weather Station (AWS) sites clarifies my point. Existing 
AWS sites have provided valuable long term records and already   require maintenance 
visits and at no insignificant logistical cost. Why not share the cost among projects? With 
the addition of measurements, AWS sites may sample not only the basic meteorology, 
but for example: obtain closure on the surface energy and mass balances, monitor ice 
velocity by continuous   GPS, and provide ground truth for satellite remote sensing. The 
site enhancement does not mean additional equipment would have to me mounted   
actually on the existing AWS platform, but could be installed within some local 
proximity. 
 
These points are made stronger by the availability of a vast suite of next-generation 
sensors that may be run autonomously. Therefore, this is not an issue of instrument 
development, but of deployment, coordinated locally among projects and providing 
global benefits.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
  Jason E. Box, Ph.D. 
  Assistant Professor Geography - Atmospheric Science 
  Byrd Polar Research Center 
  The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, USA 
  614-247-6877, Fax:+1 614-292-4697 
  box.11@osu.edu  
  <http://polarmet.mps.ohio-state.edu/jbox/>http://polarmet.mps.ohio-state.edu/jbox/  
 


