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From the Igloo to the Space Station 
– Design Concepts for Extreme Environments 
 
Place: 
Greenland, Denmark, Europe 
 
Disciplines: 
Architecture, anthropology, psychology, public information and awareness 
 
Motivation: 
People living in the polar region, in cities or settlements, do have a life long 
experience in living in extreme environments and often on confined indoor space, 
too.  Details in the living and habitation environments, can in extreme 
environments get an extraordinary importance, not observed under normal 
conditions. By identifying the importance of these details in traditional or modern 
polar habitation, we hope to foresee problems in designing for coming extreme 
environments.  And by research in these experiences of human habitation, we 
intend to identify basic key concepts which will be used as a tool for designing for 
modern extreme environments as the coming human habitation modules for long 
term space flight or/and modern human habitation in arctic or antarctic regions 
as ex. research stations etc.  As a part in this process we intend to investigate the 
use of polar regions for simulations and as a laboratory for developing design for 
extreme environments. Finally we would like to use the investigations and design 
results as a public awareness and information programme, by establishing a 
cooperation with The Danish Design Centre resulting in a public exhibition and 
lecture programme at the centre around this identical problems in designing for 
extreme environments in polar regions and in human space flight. 
 
 


