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Dear Chris,

CircAntCML and IPY

I attach a MS Word file which is the full text of a letter signed by me that will be
posted to you on Monday 15th December under the letterhead of the Royal Society of
New Zealand Committee on Antarctic Science. The hard copy letter will obviously
arrive at your desk after the IPY suggestions deadline of 15 December 2003

which is why I am sending the text today by e-mail. As you can see from the text we
are intending to participate as partners in the Australian-led CircAnt

CML proposal aimed at 2007/08. There may be other initiatives in which New
Zealanders will participate in [PY but we have not fully identified these yet, and your
timelines were very tight for the discussions that are needed to confirm such
international partnerships at a formal level. I trust the IPY process is proceeding well.

Regards
Clive
11 December 2003

Professor Chris Rapley
Chair, IPY Planning Group
British Antarctic Survey
High Cross, Madingley Road
Cambridge CB2

UK.

Dear Chris,

Proposal for Circum-Antarctic Census of Marine Life for inclusion in the
International Polar Year 2007/08 (CircAntCML)

New Zealand will be an active partner with Australia in the proposed
CircAntCML which will be undertaken under the umbrella of the Census of
Marine Life (I refer to the recent CircAntCML Proposal sent to you by the
Australian Academy of Science, and the letter to you from Professor Fredrick
Grassle Chair of Census of Marine Life) and specifically aimed at the 2007/08
International Polar Year.

To this extent we are fully supportive of the CircAntCML proposal sent to you
by the Australian Academy and aim to contribute to this by carrying out the
work in the Ross Sea Sector using New Zealand logistics and marine
capability as outlined below. The work will be carried out in the sector from
160E to 150W and will cover the depth zone from the surface to 2000m. As



stated in the CircAntCML proposal, a range of disciplines will be needed from
both the biological and physical sciences.

We are intending that the New Zealand research vessel RV Tangaroa will
form the main platform for this initiative and will use the most up-to-date
technology available, underpinned by full Swath Mapping and seismic
capability. It will involve a full range of sampling techniques from surface
diving to deep water trawling and benthic sampling with associated
oceanographic measurements. The details will be worked through at a
meeting in 2004 hosted by Australia at which agreement will be sought on
sampling protocols to ensure research and method complimentarity between
the nations involved in this initiative. Initial details were supplied to you in
Australian Academy’s CircAntCML proposal. These included data
management thorough OBIS. The work will also link through to the New
Zealand research framework — “The Latitudinal Gradient Project” which will
provides a series of research hypotheses for work in the Ross Sea sector.

Our current, early outline concept is to ensure that scientists from other
nations will be working with New Zealanders on RV Tangaroa, and New
Zealand scientists from a number of agencies will, in turn, be on other national
ships. We have a very good model for this at present with a programme
underway in January and February 2004, in which the RV Tangaroa will be
working in the Ross Sea in concert with the Italian research vessel Italica.
Scientists from both nations are on each ship, with /talica working inshore
(<200m) and Tangaroa offshore (200-2000m). | have confidence that this
model will be applicable again in 2007/08. We have yet to discuss this with
Italy.

In conclusion, New Zealand sees the CircAntCML proposal as truly multi-
national, multidisciplinary, will be exciting to the outside world (cf. the huge
international attention on the results of the recent joint Australian/New
Zealand biodiversity project on the Norfolk Ridge), and will contribute in a
major way to our understanding of Antarctica. We intend that this proposal be
one significant way in which New Zealand may contribute to IPY.

Yours sincerely

Dr Clive Howard-Williams
Chair, Royal Society of New Zealand Committee on Antarctic Science

cc. Dr Dean Peterson, Antarctica New Zealand
Dr lan Allison, Chair, Australian National Committee on Antarctic Research
Professor Michael Stoddart, AAD
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