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Related International Research Project

GigaGAP (Geoscientific Insights of Greater Antarctica in the area from
Gamburtsev Mountains, Amery Ice Shelf to Prydz Bay) which is proposed by
Australia and Germany is very close to the present proposal in viewpoint of
understanding of the Earth on a global scale. It aims a transect from the
centre of the Antarctic continent, from the Gamburtsev Mountains towards
Prydz Bay. Although the present proposal put the emphasis on the crustal
evolution of the Precambrian to Phanerozoic Earth, both programs reveal the
geologic history of a major part of the East Antarctic continent.



WEGAS/SEAL (West and East Gondwana its Amalgamation and Separation/
Structure and Evolution of the East Antarctica) is an Airborne Geophysical
Survey in East Antarctica by Germany—Japan collaboration during 2005-07
season. The data obtained through WEGAS/SEAL program is very useful to
promote the present IPY-4 program.

Description of the Program

This program aims to reveal the dynamic history of the Earth from the age of
the initial crustal formation to the time of the Gondwana dispersal. The East
Antarctica where we can observe the long history for 3800 million years is the
best field to predict the future of the Earth. The main part of this program is
the geological field work using the helicopters because the outcrops on the
Antarctica are scattering in the large area and they are difficult to access by
means of land transport.
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